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Purpose of Policy 
 

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidance to be used in determining whether an accommodation 
requested by a student for a particular class or program would fundamentally alter the essential 
requirements of the course or program.  An accommodation will not be granted if it is determined that 
doing so would alter the fundamental requirements of the course or program. Faculty members are 
reminded that all student requests for accommodations based upon a disability should be immediately 
directed to the Office of Student Disability Services.  No accommodations should be granted without 
consultation and participation of Student Disability Services.  

 

Definition 
 

Essential course or program elements are learning outcomes which are fundamental to a course or 
program that must be demonstrated by all students, with or without accommodations.  To exclude any 
of these outcomes would be to fundamentally change the nature of the course and/or academic 
program.  Essential course or program elements directly align with the purpose of the course or 
program. 
 

Procedures Related to Essential Requirements 
 
In the event that a student who is registered with Student Disability Services (SDS) requests an 
accommodation which may fundamentally alter the nature of the course or program, as determined 
by either the course teacher or SDS director, the SDS Director will convene a committee consisting of 
individuals who are deemed necessary depending upon the circumstances. These individuals may 
include the SDS Director, SDS staff member(s), the course teacher, the department chair, program 
director or dean. The SDS Director will set up a meeting, either in person or by telephone, to implement 
this policy. The committee will consider w6yent 





Learning Outcome 4: Student will be able to demonstrate the ability to implement an 
individualized therapeutic recreation service in a supervised setting. 
 
A student in a leisure studies class who is registered with Student Disability Services for a 


